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African Languages Major 

Preparation for the Major 
Course Course/Quarter Completed 

Linguistics 20: Introduction to Linguistics 

Nine (9) courses from African Languages lA through 42A range 
and African Languages 197 

Note: Six (6) in one language and three (3) in another. 

The Major 
Course Course/Quarter Completed 

Three (3) Upper Division African Language courses 

Linguistics 103: Introduction to General Phonetics 

African Languages M187: Survey of African Languages 

Two (2) courses from: 
Film/Television 106C, French 121, 
Theater 102E, World-Arts and Cultures 134 
NOTE: One more 4-unit African Lar.guage 197 focusir.g or. Literature in ar. AL 

Three (3) courses from: 
English 114, 
Ethnomusicology C136A or C135B, 
History 12lA, B, C, 122A, B, 123A, B, 124A or B 
Linguistics 110, 120A, B, 127, C140, M146 or 170 
Political Science 15lA, B or C 

Linguistics 165A: Phonology II OR linguistics 165B: Syntax II (or 200A or B with 
a grade of "An ir. 120A or B respectively ar.d cor.ser.t of instructor) 

. 6th term in one of the following non-African languages is strongly recommended: 
Africans, Arabic, Dutch, French, German, or Portuguese 

A minimum of 13 Upper Division courses 



UCLA Department of Linguistics 

Linguistics Minor 

The UCLA Linguistics Department offers a Minor in Linguistics. This minor should be attractive to any student 
where training in linguistic analysis could be an enhancement to his/her major program and to students who 
are interested in "language" but do not have time in their undergraduate program to pursue mUlti-quarter 
language courses. The linguistics Department already offers ten (10) "joint majors" which combine linguistics 
with training in specific languages, e.g. Linguistics and Spanish, or with training in fields allied to linguistics, 
e.g. Linguistics and Psychology. There are, however, other· natural combinations where the linguistics 
Department does not have such joint majors. The Minor in linguistics gives students a way, in effect, to create 
programs which resemble the department's joint majors and to get official diploma recognition for this. For 
example, a student could combine a German or Sociology major with the linguistics Minor to create a program 
closely resembling the existing joint majors just mentioned in fields where the Linguistics Department has no 
established joint major. 

The minor in linguistics comprises of seven (7) courses with a minimum of 28 units.
 

Requirements for the Minor in Linguistics:
 
Course Course/Quarter Completed
 

Linguistics 20: Introduction to Linguistics
 

Linguistics 103: Introduction to General Phonetics
 

Linguistics 120A: Phonology I
 

linguistics 120B: Syntax I
 

Three (3) additional Linguistics electives
 
NOTE: At least two (2) must be selected from course range 104 through C1858
 

To enter the minor, students must have an overall GPA of 2.0 or better.
 

All minor courses must be taken for a letter grade, with an overall GPA of 2.0 or better.
 

Successful completion of the minor is indicated on the transcript and diploma.
 

Students who wish to declare the linguistics minor must fill out a blue petition and submit to the
 
undergraduate counselor, Michael Serdenia in 3125 Campbell Hall.
 



UCLA Department of Linguistics
 
3125 Campbell Hall
 

Honors Program in Linguistics
 
Honors in Linguistics are awarded at graduation to those students who have a GPA of 3.6 or better in
 
their junior and senior years and who have received a grade of "A" in lihg 198AB or 199. Qualified
 
students may be proposed by any member of the faculty to the faculty as a whole for the award of
 
Highest Honors on the basis of a piece of research in linguistics completed at UCLA. Course Ling 198AB
 
or 199 provides an opportunity to engage in independent research and to write a paper that can be
 
submitted to graduate admissions committees. This is an excellent opportunity for those students, who
 
are considering graduate school.
 

Specialization in Computing
 
Students in any ofthe linguistics majors (except Ling & CS) may select a specialization in computing by:
 

1) Satisfying all the requirements for a BA in the specified major AND 

2) Completing Program in Computing 10ABC, 60, Linguistics C180, C185A. 

Students will graduate with a SA in their major and a specialization in computing. Please fill out a blue 
petition in 3125 Campbell to declare the specialization. 

Majors offered through the Department of Linguistics: 

Linguistics 

Linguistics and Anth ro pology 

lingUistics and Asian Languages & Cultures 

Linguistics and Computer Science 

Linguistics and English 

Linguistics and French 

Linguistics and Italian 

Linguistics and Philosophy 

Linguistics and Psychology 

Linguistics and Scandinavian Languages 

L~inguistics and Spanish 

African Languages 

For information about the Department of Linguistics, our faculty, our undergraduate and graduate 
programs, visit www.linguistics.ucla.edu 

For Schedule of Classes visit www.registrar.ucla.edu/schedule 

For Course Description visit www.registrar.ucla.edu/catalog 

General questions:	 linguistics@humnet.ucla.edu or (310) 825-0634 

Counseling:	 Melanie Levin, Student Affairs Officer, melanie@humnet.ucla.edu 

Academic Advising:	 Russell Schuh, Professor, schuh@humnet.ucla.edu 
Pamela Munro, Professor, munro@ucla.edu 
Edward Stabler, Professor, stabler@ucla.edu 



The Field of Linguistics
 

What is Linguistics? 

Linguistics is the scientific study of Language. Linguists (people who are specialists in 
Linguistics) do work on specific languages, but their primary goal is to understand the nature of 
Language in general: ... what distinguishes human language from other animal communication 
systems? ... what features are common to all human languages? ...how are the modes of 
ringuistic communication (speech, writing, sign language of the deaf) related to each other? 
... how is Language related to other types of human behavior? ... etc. 

The main goal of the study of Linguistics ill. an academic setting, like all oth.er intellectual 
disciplines, is to increase our knowledge and understanding of the world. However, since 
Language is universal and fundamental to all human interactions, the knowledge attained in 
Linguistics has many practical applications. Linguists, with some training in other appropriate 
disciplines, would thus be prepared to seek answers to questions such as the following: ... how 
can a previously unstudied language be analyzed and wTitten? ... how can foreign languages best 
be taught and learned? ... how can speech be synthesized on a computer or (far more difficult) 
how can a computer be programmed to understand human speech? ...how can the language 
problems of people with speech abnormalities be analyzed and rectified? ... how are linguistic 
issues in legal matters to be handled? '" etc. 

The Sub-Fields ofLinguistics 

Language is a phenomenon with many layers, from the sounds that come out of people's mouths 
to the meanings that those sounds express. The field of Linguistics is composed of sub-fields, 
and most professional linguists become specialists in one or more of those sub-fields. The major 
sub-fields are the following: 

Phonetics: This is the study of speech sounds themselves. Phoneticians study both the 
production of speech sounds by the human speech organs (articulatory phonetics) and the 
properties of the sounds themselves (acoustic phonetics). Phoneticians are concerned with such, 
questions as the following: ... what are the sounds, from among all those that humans could 
make, that actually exist in the world's languages? ... what specially defines different "accents"? 
... can speakers be identified by "voiceprints"? ...what are the properties of sounds that would go 
into computerized speech synthesis? 

Phonology: This is the study of the organization of language sounds. Phonologists are 
concerned with questions such as the following: ... what sounds contrast in one language but not 
another (answers' to such questions explain why Spanish speakers have trouble with the 
difference between English sh and ch, or why English speakers have trouble with the different 
"u" sounds in French words like rue 'street' and roue 'wheel' .)? ... what sounds of a language 
can or cannot occur one after the other (for example, why can words begin in st- in English but 
not in Spanish)? ...how do poets or writers or song lyrics intuitively know how to match the 
rhythm of speech to the abstract rhythmic pattern of a poetic or musical meter? 



Morphology: This is the study of the make-up of words. lvlorphologists study such questions 
as the following: ... to what extent are· ways of forming words "productive" or not (why do we 
say arrival and amusement but not *arrivementand *amusaT)? ... what determines when words 
change form (why does English have to add -er to adjectives when making comparisons but 
Hebrew does not add any equivalent)? ... how can we get a computer to recognize the "root" of a 
word separated from its "affixes" (e.g. how could a computer recognize walk, walks, walking, 
and walked as the "same" word)? 

Syntax: This is the study of how phrases and sentences larger than the word are constructed. 
Syntacticians address such questions as the following: ., .how can the number of sentences we 
could utter be infinite in number even though the number of words in any language is finite? 
'" what is it that makes a sentence like visiting relatives can be boring ambiguous? ... why would 
English speakers judge a sentence like colorless green ideas sleep furiously to be "grammatical" 
even though it is nonsensical? ... how can languages express the same thoughts even though they 
construct their sentences in different ways (e.g. why does English J saw them there mean the 
same thing as Frenchje les y cd vus even though/the order of elements in French is J them there 
have seen)? ... how can a computer be programmed to analyze the structure of sentences (note 
that answers to this question would be crucial for machine translation because of differences in 
sentence formation across languages)? 

Semantics: This is the study of meaning. Semanticists answer such questions as the following: 
... how do we know what words mean (how do we know where red stops and orange starts)? . 
what is the basis of metaphors (why is my car is a lemon a "good" metaphor but my car is a 
cabbage is not)? ... what makes sentences like I'm looking for a tall student or the student J am 
looking for must be tall have more than one meaning? ... in a sentence like J regret that he lied, 
how do we know that, in fact, he did lie? ... How many meanings can be found in a sentence like 
three students read three books and why do just those meanings exist? 

In addition to these basic sub-fields there are a number of "hyphenated" fields of Linguistics, 
which use the "tools" ofthe basic fields. Some of these "hyphenated" fields are the following: 

Historical linguistics: This is the study of how languages change over time, addressing such 
questions as why modem English is different form Old English and Middle English or what it 
means to say that English and German are "more closely related" to each other than English and 
French. 

Sociolinguistics: This is the study of how Language is used in society, addressing such 
questions as what makes some dialects more "prestigious" than others, where slang comes from 
and why it arises, or what happens when two languages come together in "bilingual" 
communities. 

Psycholinguistics: This is the study of how language is processed in the mind, addressing such 
questions as how we can hear a string of language noises and make sense of them, how children 
can learn to speak and understand the language of their environment as quickly and effortlessly 
as they do, or how people with pathological language problems differ from people who have. 
"nonnal" language. 



Neurolinguistics: This is the study of the actual encoding of language in the brain, addressing 
such questions as what parts of the brain different aspects of language are stored in, how 
language is actually stored, what goes on physically in the brain when lail.guage is processed, or 
how the brain compensates when certain areas are damaged. 

Computational linguistics: Learning and understanding a language involves computing the 
properties of language that are described in phonology, syntax, and semantics from what is 
heard. The challenge of describing how this is possible connects linguistics with computational 
issues at a very fundamental level. How could syntactic structures be computed from spoken 
language, how are semantic relations recognized, and how could these computational skills be 
acquired? Computational linguists attempt to answer these questions. 

What can I do with a degree in Linguistics? 

Like any general undergraduate degree program in the "liberal arts", a BA program m 
Linguistics does not provide professional training for a specific career. However, the 
undergraduate degree program in Linguistics provides at least two general types of skills which 
are applicable to a broad range of career fields: 

I» General organizational and analytical skills. 

• Facility in dealing with linguistic data, regardless of specific language. 

Linguistics differs from most other "liberal arts" fields in that it continually is looking for 
succinct statements or "rules" which can be generalized to data which was not originally 
examined. Linguistics is a science in that claims about analysis can be objectively tested by 
bringing in further data to prove or disprove those claims. Linguistics develops logical thinking 
skills and ways to "formalize" one's claims. 

Linguistics differs from the study of a specific language in that it provides terminology and 
techniques for understanding the structur.e of any language. Thus, for example, by studying 
phonetics and phonology, a student of Linguistics will have learned how to produce a wide 
variety of sounds and a general way to categorize language sounds. "Funny sounds" and sound 
combinations encountered in new languages will be immediately "familiar". 

Linguistics is therefore a good field to prepare students for any job where general knowledge 
about language, "logical thinking", andlor skill in one or' more foreign languages are useful. 
Some fields where some additional professional training might be necessary but where direct 
application of these abilities involving language and speech should be obvious are the following: 

• Foreign language teaching 

(I Teaching English as a Second Language (TESL) 

e Bilingual education 

e Speech pathology and speech therapy 



III Translating and interpreting 

III Computational fields related to language and speech technology 

In surveys of students who have received BA degrees in Linguistics, the UCLA Linguistics 
Department has found that its students consider Linguistics to be a valuable background in many 
oiher fields where the skills mentioned above have a less direct application. Some of those fields 
are the following: 

• International business fields (import/export, foreign business consulting) 

dI Law in general (many Linguistics students go on to study Law) 

• Specific areas of legal practice (Immigration Law,Intemational Business) 

III Writing and editing 

$ Foreign Sen"ice and other internationally oriented government careers 

\9 Entertainment industry, esp. involving international connections 

And, of course, there are academic careers in Linguistics itself. Every year several students who 
get a BA in Linguistics decide to go on to graduate study of Linguistics. UCLA BA students 
have been very successful in getting into highly ranked graduate programs, usually with 
fellowship support. Though academic positions for Linguistics PhD students are limited in 
number, Linguistics is a relative new and growing field in US universities, making the job search 
slightly less traumatic than for other "liberal arts" fields. 

Who should study Linguistics? 

The typical student of Linguistics is someone who likes studying foreign languages but is more 
interested in the languages themselves than the literature written in the languages. Many 
students are attracted to Linguistics by the combination of scientific and humanistic aspects-the 
type of thinking that linguists do is objective and logical, but the object of study is the most 
human of all phenomena, i.e. Language. 

No high schools and very few community colleges offer any courses in Linguistics per se. For 
students who are unable to take actual Linguistics courses before coming to UCLA, the best 
preparatory work would be solid study in one or more foreign languages. Courses in logic, the 
history of English, or the literature of Old and Middle English would also be useful. 



Linguistics at UCLA? 

UCLA is fortunate in havLTJ.g one of the largest Linguistics Departments in the United States and 
perhaps the largest undergraduate program in Linguistics. The Department has about 18 full­
time faculty members, a large phonetics laboratory containing equipment dedicated specifically 
to undergraduate students, and computer facilities for undergraduate students who pursue 
computational linguistics. The Department has undergraduate courses in all the major sub-fields 
of Linguistics mentioned above as well as the "hyphenated" fields. In order to allow students to 
combine their study of Linguistics with allied fields, the Department offers 12 distinct majors. 
The "combined majors" allow students to get major credit for courses in their allied field as well 
as for courses they take in the Linguistics Department. The 12 majors are as follows: 

II Linguistics 
.. Lin2:uistics and Anthropolo2:v 
II Lin2:uistics and Asian La.TJ.2:uages and Cultures 
.. Limwistics and Computer Science 
.. Lin2:uistics and En2:lish 
.. Linguistics and French 
.. Linguistics and Italian 
.. Lin2:uistics and Philosophy 
.. Linguistics and Psvcholo2:v 
.. Linguistics and Scandinavian Languages 
.. Linguistics and Spanish 
.. African Langua2:es 

A Specialization in Computing can be added to any of these majors (other than Linguistics and 
Computer Science). 

There are no restrictions on who may declare a major in Linguistics. Aside from the major in 
Linguistics and Computer Science, a student may declare any of these majors on entry into 
UCLA or at any time after entry. 

Departmem.t of Linguistics
 
University of California, Los Angeles
 

3125 Murphy Hall
 
Box 951543
 

Los Angeles, California 90095-1543
 

(310) 825-0634, (310) 206-5743 Fax 

vvvvw.1inguistics.uc1a.edu 
Email: linguist@humnet.ucla.edu 



Do you enjoy creatively morphologizing? Do you freakin' love in-freakin'-fixation? 
Then check out...RLing! 

Bruin Lingu~~ts~
 
www.B.-uinLing.org BLlOg@brumhng.org 

'Vhat is BLing? 
Bruin Linguists is new organization dedicated to spreading the 
knowledge of Linguistics to the UCLA community-with emphasis on 
the undergraduate level. Our main goals are: 

•	 to UNITE the students in the Linguistics Department 
•	 to ENCOURAGE undergraduate involvement in academia 
•	 to .IMPROVE communication between undergrads and faculty 

to INFORM students of resources & opportunities available 

What to Expect
 
Exciting talks by professors, grad students, & alumni
 

•	 Info on grad school, career options, internships, and study abroad 
opportunities related to linguistics 

•	 Oppotrunities for study groups and tutoring sessions for various 
linguistics courses at UCLA 

•	 Field trips, foreign movie nights, and other socials 

General Meetings 
Day: Wednesdays (bi-monthly, starting Oct. 1) 
Time: 5:30-7:30 pm 
Location: The Ling Dept. Conference Room, Campbell 2122 

Bruin Linguists 
www.BruinLing.org BLing@bruinling.org 

What is BLing? 
Bruin Linguists is new organization dedicated to spreading the 
knowledge of Linguistics to the UCLA community-with emphasis on 
the undergraduate level. Our main goals are: 

•	 to UNITE the students in the Linguistics Department 
•	 to ENCOURAGE undergraduate involvement in academia 
•	 to IMPR.oVE communication between undergrads and faculty 
•	 to INFORM students of resources & opportunities available 

What to Expect
 
Exciting talks by professors, grad students, & alumni
 

•	 Info on grad school, career options, internships, and study abroad 
opportunities related to linguistics 

•	 Oppotrunities for study groups and tutoring sessions for various 
linguistics courses at UCLA 

•	 Field trips, foreign movie nights, and other socials 

General Meetings 
Day: Wednesdays (bi-monthly, starting Oct. 1) 
Time: 5:30-7:30 pm 
Location: The Ling Dept. Conference Room, Campbell 2122 
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Dissertation Title: GIVING WEIGHT TO PHONETIC PRiNCIPLES: THE CASE OF PLACE OF ARTICULATION IN WESTERN ARRERNTE
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Dissertation Title: NOUN CLASSIFIERS
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